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see the television screen in real life..

Potential delinquents too receive the autosuggestion of delinquency more 

than anyone else, as the bad and corrupt sides of news and literature stories, 

attract their attention rather than the good and moral sides.

But just as the press, broadcasting and cinematography are necessary 

to entertain people in their leisure time, and to renovate their energy, we cannot 

submit their enjoyment to the condition of showing only the good and flowery 

sides of life. Hence, the suggestive effects of mass media seem inevitable and 

for this reason the State could not abolish them.

All that can be done, is the sponsoring of such films before showing them, 

and of articles before their publication. The state can also prohibit those under-

aged youths from viewing certain films.

2.2.6. Illiteracy and Instruction.
We cannot claim that illiterates are evildoers nor can we claim that literate 

persons are examples of probity.

It is true that narrow-minded and illiterate persons could, in ignorance, fail 

to distinguish between legitimate and illegitimacy acts.

Moreover instruction could eliminate crimes that are committed due to the 

ignorance of their perpetrator, whether this ignorance comes on the doer’s part 

or on the victim’s part. For example an ignorant person could commit the crime 

of rape being affected by the chimerical idea that such an act protects reassures 

him against doubts of his impotency. Furthermore, ignorance could lead the 

victim himself into crimes such one who is easily hustled out of his money due 

to his ignorance.
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Instruction, whatever its fruits may be, fills the mind with knowledge without 

refining the feelings of the heart. As a matter of fact, instruction provides the mind 

with theoretical knowledge about what is right and what is wrong, yet it does not 

make the instructed person love all that is right and hate all that is wrong.

Education addresses the mind while the instruction addresses the heart 

and tries to generate and animate secondary noble instincts.

When instruction is obtained by immoral persons, it widens their circle of 

their delinquency and makes them innovate new forms of criminality. It allows 

them to discover its methods and  secrets.

Edgar Moover, the manager of American Federal Investigation Bureau 

gave two loud sounding examples of such persons in his book. Moran who 

was a well known physician, helped Dillinger, the head of an American gang 

of murderers, by healing the gunshot wounds of his gangsters at high prices, 

making masks to disguise them, and altering the patterns of their finger prints for 

the same purpose. He helped in the circulation of narcotics and stolen money.

Mr. Piquett was the Attorney General in Chicago, and the legal counselor 

of the killer Dillinger and his strongest secret partner who planned his escape 

and hideout from the American police

These two examples prove that instruction is often more dangerous than 

ignorance. This is why, schools should spend equal efforts on both instruction 

and education. Instruction is like a seed. It will produce good fruit if it is planted 

in a good soil. 

But How can we explain the failure of the United States in the elimination 

of delinquency in spite of the huge expenditures spent on instruction?  The 

diffusion of primary and secondary instruction led, on the contrary, to an increase 
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of delinquency.

Consequently, we can say that schools could not eliminate delinquency 

on their own.

In the past, the inclination to delinquency in students has been accompanied 

by skipping school.  But today school attendance is compulsory, instruction 

became so even for young potential criminals who add to their dangerousness 

by acquiring knowledge which they will abuse in the execution of their criminal 

schemes.

One could claim that delinquency is characterized by illiteracy and that 

crimes are more frequent in illiterate regions and that there are more illiterate 

criminals than educated criminals in prison.

But this objection does not mean that ignorance is the motive of 

delinquency because both ignorance and delinquency could be the product of 

the same factor such as poverty, inherited defects or mental retardation.

On the other hand statistics do not register all committed crimes because 

many of crimes are covered and hidden by the more intelligent perpetrators. 

These crimes represent what is called the “Dark number of statistics”.

Professor Carrara says that prisoners learnt reading and writing in prison 

and when they were released. They used this minimal instruction in writing letters 

to threaten others in order to extort money from them.

In short, we can say that culture provides the immoral person and the 

latent criminal with the knowledge that would make him a more formidable threat 

to society. A science without morals will produce horrible and ingenious crimes 

that are harder to track. The criminal will always come up with a new scheme to 
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execute, and even logically justify his crime before society.
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Chapter Five

The Dynamics of Crime

1. Dynamics of Crimes Against Property
A larceny could be committed either accidentally or because of criminal 

predisposition. This has been noticed in the field of juveniles.

A child could steal a loaf of bread because of his hunger. He could also 

commit “compensating larceny” as a reaction to a situation in which he feels 

himself abandoned or in need of care. He could commit “consolatory larceny” in 

a situation in which he feels himself victim of an injustice like being deprived of 

toys that were given only to his brother or sister.

Such larceny, if it is accidental, disappears with the growth of the child. But 

if it derives from a criminal predisposition it will reappear in an advanced age.

Even in the field of adults, larceny could be either be occasional or 

constitutional.

For example, in cases of war, mutiny or economic depression when 

alimentary supply decreases, thefts could be committed either by occasional or 

constitutional delinquents. 

1.1. Difference Between Constitutional And Occasional 
Delinquents

Concerning crimes against property, the two groups differ from each other 

from the following points of view:

(I)	 The constitutional delinquent does not hesitate before committing his 

crime even under ordinary and normal circumstances. He precipitates to 
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its commission under exceptional circumstances. On the other hand, the 

occasional delinquent, due to his secondary sublime instincts that balance 

his fundamental instincts, does not steal before undergoing a long and painful 

period of hesitation and a struggle against his conscience.

(II)	The occasional delinquent finds it difficult to repeat his crime, while the 

constitutional delinquent repeats his crime easily and numerously.

(III) While the occasional delinquent feels repentance after the commission of 

his crime, the constitutional delinquent expresses delight and pride in his 

success in delinquency. 

In crimes against property, the criminal constitutional predisposition has 

certain symptoms that reveal the abnormal quantity and quality of the instinctive 

feelings relating to property instinct. 

These symptoms are as follows:
(1)	The personal belief that theft is permissible like any other legitimate job in 

society.

(2)	The need for an easy source of revenue that enables him to satisfy his 

voluptuous desires which could not be satisfied through the income of a 

legitimate job. 

(3)	The firm belief that legitimate work is unable to satisfy the minimum life 

requirements.

(4)	Adventurousness and love of gambling

(5)	A feeling of delight and pleasure accompanies the execution of theft.

(6)	Pride and dislike of begging.

(7)	Incapability of enduring the physical and psychological effort that a legitimate 

occupation requires.

The constitutional inclination to theft differs from pathologic theft known as 

“Kleptomania” which means irresistible desire of theft. While the constitutional 

thief uses the stolen profits to satisfy his needs, the kleptomaniac is obsessed 
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by the idea of theft, which relieves him psychologically. He feels an irresistible 

hunger for larceny. He steals even if he doesn’t need to steal.  He may even 

dispose of the stolen object instead of using it as the constitutional delinquent 

does.

(IV) The constitutional inclination to theft could lead to armed robbery when the 

anomaly of the property instinct is added to an anomaly of offence-defense 

instinct too.

Sometimes that inclination is specialized in certain kinds of crimes against 

property such as the pickpocket who is specialized in picking pockets, the burglar 

who is specialized in breaking and entering into houses and the armed robber 

who is specialized in using violence to steal.

Moreover, a delinquent specialized in one field of larceny despises his 

fellow thief who is specialized in another field of larceny. An armed robber 

despises the pickpocket and one who is specialized in robbery feels incapable 

of embezzlement although both are two sides of the same coin which is larceny.

An example of the latter is offered by a woman who was imprisoned for 

thefts committed outside the house in which she worked as a maid. She was 

incapable of committing larceny inside that house because she was honest 

towards the jewels of her employer.

2. Dynamics of Crimes Against Persons
These crimes are a result of a continuous or temporary preponderance of 

abnormal quantity or quality of offence -defense instinct.

The continuous preponderance of such anomaly means the missing or 

the weakness of secondary sublime instinct and it gives rise to the constitutional 

violent criminal.
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The occasional violent criminal is endowed with a secondary noble instinct 

that counteracts, the anomaly of fundamental instinct, but for a sudden exception 

of an external factor, such as an offensive provocation, this balance between the 

two instincts is interrupted and therefore that anomaly becomes the motive of a 

criminal violent action.

2.1. Difference Between Constitutional and Occasional 
Delinquents

Concerning crimes against persons, we have to notice the following 

differences between the two groups of violent criminals:

(1)	The period of hesitation between the promoting and refraining power does 

not exist in the case of the constitutional violent crime, while it characterizes 

the accidental occasional violent crime.

(2)	Trifle provocation awakens the constitutional violent delinquent and sometimes 

he commits his crime without any other reason than their violent inclination, 

but the factor which arouses the accidental occasional crime should be of a 

certain exceptional gravity.

(3)	The occasional violent crime is always proportionate to its external motive, 

while the constitutional crime is exaggeratedly disproportionate to its motive. 

There was an incident in Egypt where a buyer fruits eviscerated the seller 

with his knife because the latter claimed a half piaster more than the price. 

Another example is that a savage constitutional killer drinks the blood of his 

victim or mutilates his corpse.

(4)	The constitutional violent crime is followed by a sense of satisfaction while 

the occasional crime is followed by remorse and a sense of guilt that 

accompany the doer even after his condemnation or acquittal. While waiting 

for his sentence, the constitutional violent criminal can have a sensation of 

blameworthiness that disappears after his condemnation.
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3. The Animating Factors of Crimes Against Persons
The criminal predisposition of violence (that is to say the abnormal quantity 

and quality of offence-defense instinctive feeling) is awakened by the following 

factors:

3.1. Vengeance
There is an innate inclination to vengeance in mankind, even in children 

and animals, namely a punishment inflicted in return of an injury or an offense.

Someone thinks that this inclination derives from the feeling of internal 

reaction against cruelty used towards the child by his father. But this is not the 

origin of that inclination which is a residue of the primitive life preceding the 

appearance of the State. In ancient times, the only means of self-defense, under 

the disposal of individuals and tribes, was to prevent future damage by answering 

to the perpetrator of actual harm with the infliction of an equal or more serious 

damage to the wrongdoer. Thus, vengeance was not only a right but also a duty 

namely a means of realizing self defense in relation to the future.

Vindictive retaliation, namely returning evil with evil, explains the 

persistence of vengeance until today. A vindictive person is usually proud, full of 

self-esteem, and has a tendency to interpret the acts of others as offensive while 

they are not so. He feels disturbed and until he takes his vengeance he remain 

disturbed until it is taken, then he regains his quietness.

A subculture of violence sometimes dominates young men. It makes them 

carry knives. They think that violence is a courage and intrepidity. This drives 

them to use these knives in a dispute.

3.2. Doing Evil For Love of Evil
This tendency exists especially in women who delight in poisoning their 

dishonest husbands. Such a malevolent woman feels maximum delight in 
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poisoning and watching the symptoms of agony appears on her victim.

There is also the man who suffers at the hands of others, and then, 

consequently, he feels the tendency to make others suffer the same as he did.

3.3. Sexual Jealousy
This jealousy is not only linked to sexual instinct. It has a connection with 

the property instinct too, because it means the fear of loosing exclusive authority 

over the beloved person.

Jealousy is a residue of the absolute power that the head of Roman family 

was exerting upon his wife a which was authorizing him to kill her, according to 

Roman law.

Till nowadays, the husband looks at his wife as a personal property that 

does not enjoy any freedom. If looks at a handsome man other than him1 he 

feels disturbed, and if she thinks in her way without blindly obeying him, he feels 

irritated.

This attitude contradicts the modern women liberation movement that 

recognizes to the woman the exercise of her own personality and legitimate 

freedom.

On the other hand, jealousy does not mean love, because it is an abuse 

of marital influence, unless it is founded on lads that really justify serious doubts.

Real love is based upon mutual trust, exchange of ideas and sentiments, 

truthfulness, reciprocated care, and spiritual affection. Sensuality in comparison 

with affection must have a lower position.

Reasonable jealousy as well as unjust one, drives to violence either of the 
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husband towards his wife or the wife towards her husband, especially when it 

awakens a latent criminal predisposition. It can lead even to homicide There is 

an insane jealousy which is a kind of madness.

3.4. Feeling of a Physical or Psychological Inferiority 
Complex

When a person suffers a deformity or ugliness of a member of his body, he 

imagines that others despise him. This imagination drives him to maltreat them 

and generates his aggressiveness towards them.

The same happens when a person suffers an idiocy and thinks that others 

do not respect him

3.5. Pride and Delight in Seeing Fire
Some persons are affected by a feeling of exaggerate self-esteem like 

to attract others attention to themselves and enjoy seeing fire flames. They find 

delight in burning and setting on fire.

Emperor Nero, found a great pleasure in burning Rome and enjoyed 

seeing its flames while he was playing his guitar.

4. Dynamics of Mass Delinquency
Collective psychology cannot be separated from individual psychology. 

Both the two explain masses delinquency. We have said that the choice of a 

certain group to be inserted in, depends upon personal constitutional tendency If 

one self-tendency is evil, it makes him choose evil companions and vice -versa. 

To start a rebellion one must have a rebellious tendency

Extremist persons form extremist groups. But a mere formation of a group 

does not lead by itself to delinquency. In order to give rise to delinquency this group 

must be dominated by a common revolutionary emotion because its members 
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suffer together economic difficulties or participate in a political social struggle, or 

protest against the decline of moral values. Then a collective consciousness of a 

same suffering must unite the members gathered by the group, otherwise 4heir 

assembly does not represent any dangerousness.

4.1. The Animating Factors of Mass Delinquency
4.2. Inclination to Aggression

Each individual making part of the revolutionary group feels pushed by a 

desire of assault that could produce even a homicide.

4.3. The Tendency to Imitate
An individual affected by the same emotion of a group of which he takes 

part, imitates the members of this group If all what they do with such a docility, 

that he commits act of violence equal to their acts, and when afterwards he 

separates himself from the group and regains his quietness, he wonders how 

such acts emanated from him.

4.4. The Prevailing of Evil Spirit
Revolutionary popular mass makes its members ten( to bad actions 

instead of good deeds because it sensitize their fundamental instincts and 

makes disappear the secondary sublime ones.

4.5. The Paralysis of Intelligence
The intensity of emotion increases when those who feel it are more 

numerous.  That is why the members of delinquency and feel paralyzed their 

intelligence in such a way that they kill whatever person tries to stop their action 

even it he was in the beginning one of the instigators and felt the desire of 

attenuating their extreme direction.

A strange characteristic of revolutionary masses is that they become 

dissipated because of trifles such as drops of a threatening rain
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4.6.The Bad Conditions of Life
Bad conditions of life encourage the formation of revolutionary popular 

groups. That is why government leaders must do their best always to improve 

people’s conditions of life.

Historical events prove that a people can venerate their leader and put 

his photography inside houses. But after the surpassing of a crisis of social 

and economic depression due perhaps even to misfortune his veneration is 

transformed into contempt. Population then tears his photo and perhaps arrests 

or even murders him.

This happened in Italy in second world war while Germans and Americans 

were occupying Italy and making war against each other, with great harms for 

the Italians.

Either American bombs or German ones fell on the Italians, killed many of them and 

devastated their belongings.

That is why the Italian people rebelled against Fascist government and its foreign policy 

under the leadership of Mussolini. The latter was murdered by popular masses.

4.7.The Feeling of Omnipotence
When a person takes part in a revolutionary group, he feels strong with 

the other members collaborating with him and a certain feeling of omnipotence 

dominates the whole group which thinks that it is insuperable. Each member 

because of his union with others, imagines that nobody can overcome his group 

or ask him account of what he does and therefore commits acts that he cannot 

perpetrate when he is alone.

4.8.Presence of Elements That Facilitate Delinquency
A revolutionary group gathers different persons among whom there are 
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juveniles, women and constitutional criminals. Juveniles are easy instruments 

in the hands of adults. They are their executive agents. They throw stones for 

example obeying the order given to them by adults, break windows of buildings 

as well as facades of shops, and hurt persons like the policemen.

Women abandon themselves to violent emotions and commit acts which 

are more horrible than those of men Constitutional delinquents who were released 

at the time of rebellion join the revolutionary group and seize this occasion to 

commit crimes such as devastation, pillage and burning.

Criminal popular mass, looks like criminal gang from the point of view 

that both the two contain an obeyed master called “incubus” and an obedient 

subordinate called the “succubus”.

But there are differences that distinguish a criminal popular mass from a 

criminal gang.

Members of a criminal popular mass, meet each other by accident without 

necessary previous acquaintance. But the members of a gang are acquainted 

with each other and selected by the chief gangster.

On the other hand, one could not guess in advance the crimes to be 

committed by a criminal popular mass. 

On the contrary gangs are characterized by the perpetration of certain 

known crimes which represent their criminal specialization and are preceded by 

traced plans.

5. Dynamics of Sexual Crimes
We have yet spoken about quantitative and qualitative anomaly of sexual 

instinct. This anomaly drives to crimes such as rape or obscene acts, when it 
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is not balanced by sublime secondary instinct, namely when it forms a criminal 

irresistible predisposition

Even when secondary sublime instinct exists, the above said anomaly 

such as sadism, masochism and fetishism leads to an imaginative delinquency 

without concrete realization.
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Chapter Six

The Source of The Causal Factor (Heredity)

We have said that delinquency emanates from a causal factor that could 

be accompanied by an animating factor.

The causal factor, we repeat, is the preponderance of quantitative or 

qualitative instinctive anomaly either permanently or accidentally, because of the 

complete missing or the temporary defeat of sublime secondary instinct.

We called such predominance “the criminal predisposition” and ‘causal 

factor of delinquency’

But what is the source of this causal factor or criminal predisposition?

We are convinced that it comes from heredity and in addition from the fact 

that inherited defects were left without education since the childhood.

1. Arguments in Support of Heredity
American criminologists deny that heredity is the origin of criminal 

predisposition.  They think that this predisposition is the fruit of environmental 

factors that surrounded the child until his growth.

But we do not mean that crime itself is inherited, that a thief gives birth to 

a thief or that a killer produces a son who is killer like him. What is inherited is 

not the crime, but the mere tendency to it. This tendency could not be eradicated 

Even if it is subject to education, it is counteracted without being exterminated.

Children are not angles. Before that ambient affects them, you find among 

them who is docile and who is stubborn, who is quiet and who is unquiet, who is 
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egoist and who is altruist.

This difference could not be explained unless by heredity.

Heredity is the transmission of physical and psychological traits from 

an ancestor to his descendant through procreation which occurs by means of 

fecundation. Fecundation means the union of a male sperm and a female ovule. 

This ovule produces a fetus that obtains nutrition from the mother’s body and 

grows becoming within nine months at most a baby. It is evident that this baby 

holds the characteristics of both the male and the female who gave birth to him 

or to her.

The baby’s features resemble to those of his or her parents, and he or she 

has the same tastes of them and the same diseases.

Heredity action is proved by the following arguments:

(1)	Evidently it is the inherited inclination that guides the child to the choice of his 

human ambient. A good child is attracted by good companions. A wicked child 

likes and chooses the company of bad fellows. All people are exposed to the 

microbe of tuberculosis but only those who have a weak structure succumb 

to it and fall sick. Even after the dis7covery of bacteria, Pasteur said “Bernard 

is right, the microbe is nothing, the ground is all”.

The microbe of tuberculosis resembles to the temptation of crime. The 

strong chest which is refractory to this microbe represents the psychological 

moral constitution impregnated with secondary sublime instinct that cannot yield 

to crime temptation.

The weak chest strengthened by vaccination is resists tuberculosis 

microbe, as the fragile hereditary moral constitution fortified by education rejects 
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the temptation of delinquency.

But a criminal innate predisposition left since childhood without education 

yields to crime temptation, as the weak chest left without vaccination surrenders 

to tuberculosis microbe.

Hereditary inclination to crime does not lead inevitably to it, because it 

can be neutralized by education, so that no crime emanates from it, although its 

complete elimination is impossible.

Hence hereditary inclination to crime does not mean inevitability of crime, 

but the inheritance of a ground that is favorable to its occurrence.

(2)	Italian scientist Margugho submitted  to  the international congress of 

criminology held in Rome on 1938 a case which proves heredity action. It 

was the case of a boy aged twelve years who was living since his birth with 

his mother, his stepfather and  stepsons. His family ambient was of high 

morality. Nevertheless, he was different from his stepbrothers who were 

educated because he was undisciplined, inclined to theft and to the use of 

stolen money in gambling.  Investigations discovered that this boy was the 

fruit of an illegitimate love relation between his mother and a robber released 

from prison after the death of her first husband and before her marriage with 

the second one.

(3)	The twins, who derive from one ovum that was divided into two parts after 

fecundation, resemble to each other in physical and psychological traits as 

if they were the right part and the left part of one person. Each one has the 

same tendency of the other even if it is an inclination to a crime. Each one 

is in accordance with the other as regards the criminal inclination, the time 

namely the age of its apparition1 the kind of crime it leads to, the method of 

execution of this crime, its gravity and the occurrence of recidivism.
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The accordance between these twins remains in relation to their 

fundamental instincts even when they grow in different ambience. This fact could 

not be explained unless by heredity,

(4)	Experience shows that criminals belong to families of criminals. The 

explanation of this reality is the fact that no woman accepts the marriage with 

a delinquent, unless she is member of his family and one of his relatives. It is 

well known that the marriage between relatives transmits the defect affecting 

the husband or the wife to their descendant.

Then this defect appears in the descendant in a state which is worse than 

that in which it was in the ancestor.

But in order that this marriage gives birth to a weak and defective 

descendant one at least of the parents must have a defect, otherwise it does not 

lead to this effect. The Pharaohs’ families in ancient Egypt used to make a sister 

marry with her brother without producing a weak descendant because neither 

the sister nor the brother was having a defect.

Then delinquency as a defect is inherited as inclination from ancestors 

who were delinquent relatives.

Dugdale gave an example proving heredity, of a family produced by a 

drunken husband fond of women called Max Juke and a wife who was a thief 

called Ada Yalkes. Both were born on 1720. Seven successive generations 

emanating from this family contained 76 delinquents, 142 vagabonds, 128 

prostitutes, 91 illegitimate children, 131 impotent idiots and mentally sick and 

46 sterile.

This family cost many millions of dollars that the budget of the State spent 

in courts, prisons and hospitals.
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Inherited criminal  predisposition  consists  of  a quantitative or qualitative 

instinctive anomaly as we said. It could be either of certain or uncertain direction 

as regards the crime to which it leads.

Heredity could be direct from a father to his son, or indirect when two or 

more generations separate the heir from his ancestor.

2. Identical and Similar Heredity
It could be identical heredity or similar heredity. Identical heredity means 

the inheritance of the same trait existing in the ancestor, for example when both 

the heir and his ancestor are killers, thieves or embezzlers.

Similar heredity means that the heir does not receive the same trait of his 

ancestor but a similar one, for example when an ancestor who is mad, epileptic 

or drunk has as successor one who has not the same defect as his, but the 

defect of delinquency.

The same heredity is that which a delinquent has as successor a prostitute, 

or an insane. An epileptic ancestor can have as successor a precipitate.

3. Heredity and The Pre-Pregnancy Period
The action of heredity is terminated by fecundation Hence, the factors 

affecting the fetus other than heredity are called prenatal factors. These factors 

could be concomitant with fecundation or successive to pregnancy.

The following factors could accompany the fecundation and give rise to a 

defective baby.

(1)	The bodily or psychological exhaustion of both the husband and his wife or of 

one of them.

(2)	The pregnancy before the age of twenty years or after the age of forty five, or 
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when there is great difference of age between the husband and his wife.

(3)	The pregnancy occurring while both the Husband and his wife or one of them 

is drunken.

The drunkenness of the father is more harmful than that of the mother, because 

alcohol damages the sperm more than the ovum.

(4)	The pregnancy during war or after war.

4. Heredity During Pregnancy 
If the wife becomes drunk during her alcohol poisons the fetus and leads 

to his death. In such a case, the proportion of alcohol in the blood of the fetus 

was found equal to its proportion in the blood of the mother.

When pregnancy occurs while one of the parents is drunk, it leads to the 

death of the born child at an early age, and even when the child lives till his 

growth, he could not resist against some diseases like tuberculosis and he could 

be delinquent, idiot or epileptic.

Drugs have the same harmful effects of alcohol. If the parents consume 

drugs such as cocaine and morphine before the intercourse, these drugs damage 

the fetus. Even after the birth of the child his contact with parents who are addict 

to drugs, produces bad effects on his character.

There are factors which harm the fetus during pregnancy. They are:

(1)	The profound psychological depression of the pregnant, whatever is its 

cause.

(2)	The state of great panic such as accompanies the explosion of bombs.

Any disturbance of the pregnant woman’s peace produces harmful effects 
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on her pulse, her respiration, her blood circulation and her glandular secretion. 

These effects harm the fetus and could cause an abortion or a birth before its 

normal time.

If this does not happen, the physiological organic changes in the body of 

the pregnant exert a bad influence on the physical and psychological formation 

of the child.

The panic and economic depression that dominate during the war give 

birth to those who are called in Europe “sons of blockade”, “sons of bombs 

attack” or “sons of panic”.

(3)	Severe blows on the abdomen of pregnant woman could harm the psychological or 

bodily formation of her child.
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Chapter Seven

Methods Of Research In Criminology

We have said that criminology is subdivided into three min branches which 

are criminal anthropology, criminal sociology and criminal psychopathology.

1. Criminal Psychopathology
As criminal psychopathology deals with the madness which produces 

delinquency, and this branch belongs to medical science, we shall not study 

it although it gives us certain data that could clarify the delinquency of same 

persons too. As a matter of fact, madness is an enlarged figure of what exists, in 

minimized one, with ordinary persons.

We have seen that criminal anthropology employs as method of research, 

the medical examination either of the body internally and externally or of the 

psyche.

In addition to medical examination it needs social investigation to determine 

the delinquents precedents in his family, at school and during his military service.

Social investigation indicates also if there delinquents or sick persons 

among his relatives.

Moreover, the delinquent’s file of inquiry must be studied to answer, as 

Professor Soelig says, to the following seven interrogations who, what, where, 

by what, for what, How and when.

These interrogations mean respectively, the following:

(1)	The victim (who) could have had a part with which he contributed to the 
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occurrence of the crime and which could be taken into consideration in the 

evaluation of the doer’s dangerousness.

(2)	The object of the crime (what) could have had a characteristic that facilitated 

the commission of the crime, such as its smallness that makes easy its 

hiding (like jewels for example), or its being exhibited in such a way that 

demonstrates its value and tempts others to take it, or its abundance in a 

store, or its importance from the economic point of view like ailments in time 

of crisis and cash money in times of monetary stability.

(3)	The place of the crime (where) could have been deserted or badly illuminated 

or easily accessible, hence it facilitated the commission and hiding of the 

crime.

(4)	The means of executing the crime (by what) could have been a poniard, a 

revolver or an instrument for fracture, etc. The inquiry indicates its kind, how 

the doer obtained it, its efficiency, and his capability of using it.

(5)	The motive of the crime (for what) is indicated by the inquiry which 

demonstrates the instinctive origin of it.

(6)	The modalities of crime execution (how) mean the situation in which the doer 

committed his crime. Such situation could invite the doer to commit it, like 

finding a purse of money in a deserted place or receiving from the bank by 

mistake an undue banknote on the occasion of reimbursing a check, or the 

fall of a testament in the hands of the testator’s son who discovers that his 

father gave in favor of his female lover a great donation. The first and second 

situation induce to a theft and the third drives to a destruction.

These situations generate, in occasion of committing a crime.

In other cases the occasion of generated by the doer himself, breaking 

into a house to steal.

But sometimes, the situation is neither inviting nor created by the doer, but 

it is intermediate namely inviting and created in the same time. An example of 
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such situation is the mass mutiny as it is an inviting occasion and a created one. 

The evildoers seize this occasion to commit pillage and destruction.

(7)	At last the time in which the crime was committed, and whether it was 

nighttime or day time, is an important element in the evaluation of the doer’s 

dangerousness.

In conclusion, the methods of research in criminal anthropology are: the 

medical examination the social investigation and the study of inquiry tile.

In criminal sociology, the methods of research is the statistics by means 

of which the relationship between delinquency and the other social phenomena 

is measured.

This measurement of social phenomena is accomplished by counting, 

while the measurement of physical phenomena is achieved by units of length, 

weight temperature etc. Counting is the means by which the measuring of human 

phenomena approaches to the exactness of measuring physical ones.

We mean by counting, the proportion of delinquents in each category of 

individuals characterized by every social phenomenon such as bachelorhood 

and marriage, poverty and richness, urban life and rural one, high and low social 

class…etc

2. Criminal Sociology
we have treated the criminal anthropology and now we treat the second 

category of criminology which is criminal sociology. 

Concerning criminal sociology, we approach the relation between 

delinquency and other numerous social phenomena. They are as follows:
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(1)	The economic state

(2)	The social Class

(3)	The degree of civilization

(4)	The kind of life

(5)	The kind of job

(6)	The civil status

(7)	The war and post-war period

(8)	Industrialization

In this study we shall suffice with the first Four points.

2.1. The Economic State
Both general welfare and general economic depression lead to delinquency 

as they animate the criminal predisposition. 

Rich men are deprived of this predisposition because they often spend 

their time in entertainment and leisure, which distracts them from employing their 

riches in useful enterprises. 

On the other hand, poverty could lead the poor person to commit the crime 

of armed robbery in order to get the Rich’s money.

As a matter of fact, organized criminal associations, such as the Mafia, 

commit their crimes in under any economic circumstances.

But, in order to identify the impact of the economic state on the behavior 

of people, the population should be divided into economic degrees, to determine 

the proportion of delinquents in each degree. Each degree could be divided into 

groups containing each ten thousand individuals for example

A sign of economic graduation, could be the number of persons sleeping 
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in one room. If the family is characterized by the fact, that in each room a single 

person sleeps, this means that it is in an economic prosper6us state. If two sleep 

in each room, this means that the family is less prosperous, and so on.

The fiscal situation is also a sign of economic state. Those who are 

exonerated from the payment of fiscal d6ties represent a section of poverty.

Those who pay these duties could be divided into economic sections 

according to the amount which they pay.

The research should not be limited to prisoners, but it must be extended to 

the whole population if you find among prisoners of a village five rich delinquents 

and twenty poor ones, this could mean seemingly that poor persons are more 

delinquent than rich ones, but this significance will be completely changed if all 

rich persons in the village are ten and all poor persons are hundred. Then the 

proportion of delinquents among rich men considered globally arrives at fifty 

percent while it does not exceed as regards poor men, twenty percent. This 

example proves that the concentration of the research in the field of prisons 

leads to erroneous results.

Therefore, the right method of statistics is the division of the entire 

population into graduated sections, according to the economic state and the 

age too. Each section is composed of individuals having the same age and the 

same economic state. The delinquents of the same age and economic state are 

referred to their section to determine their proportion that could be expressed in 

relation to thousand or ten thousand persons. In this way

We can compare between the different economic sections as regards the 

extent of delinquency in each.

Evidently, the population is a mixture of different ages, and if delinquency 
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is referred to its entirety, there will be a confusion between the effect of different 

ages and that of the social phenomenon in question. In order to isolate the effect 

of age and to maintain only that of the social phenomenon the different economic 

sections should be divided into the different ages to discover separately the 

effect of economic states.

We have seen that delinquency increases in juvenile ages and decreases 

with the advance in age.

The connection between delinquency and economic state is in need of 

clarification locally and universally.

We have explained the statistical way of resolving this problem and we 

propose to take this way in different countries in the same time and in different 

times in the same country. As reality is the same, everywhere comparative 

investigations confirm it or contribute to its discovery.

Professor Niceforo assimilates the temptation of crimes against property 

to the magnet.

The population exposed to this temptation is assimilated by him to the 

scrapings which are subject to the attraction of the magnet.

Those who are refractory to the temptation of crime correspond to the 

wooden scraping that the magnet is unable to attract.

Those  who  succumb  easily  to  that  temptation correspond to the metallic 

scraping that the magnet attracts instantaneously.

But if a violent storm blows, it pushes by force to the magnet even the wooden scraping 

as the exceptional circumstances of crises lead the ordinary man to the commission of 



-  89  -

an occasional crime.

2.2. Social Class
The social class is the synthesis of culture, richness and job combined 

together. It is the fruit of interaction between these three elements. One of these 

elements which is richness has been studied in isolation as regards its relation 

with delinquency Culture has been studied also in its connection with delinquency 

when we spoke about instruction and illiteracy. The relation between job and 

delinquency could be studied separately too.

But now we face the social class as the combination in each person of 

those three elements.

A person of high culture could be of high job but of low richness. Another 

who is excessively rich could be of low culture (and perhaps could be illiterate) 

and of low job.

Jobs are always of equal usefulness to society but they are not of the 

same rank because they differ from each other as regards the requisites of their 

exercise and the skill they require.

From this point of view, a janitor has a low job in comparison with a 

surgeon.

2.2.1. The Relation Between Social Class and human Behavior
(1)	The measurement of physical capacities: The physical capacities of the individuals 

of high, intermediate and low social classes, in the different phases of age, 

demonstrated that the average of these capacities is higher in high classes 

than it is in low ones, and that the defectives of body and mind are higher in 

low classes than they are in high ones. For example the height of stature, the 

dimensions of the head, the weight of the body, the muscular power and the 
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power of lungs-which are bodily characteristics-have in the individuals of a low 

class and a certain age. An average which is lower than that characterizing 

the individuals of the same number and age belonging to a high class.

(2)	The measurement of psychological capacities: Psychological capacities are 

measured by IQ (Intelligence Quotient) tests, the same result appeared. The 

field of such measurement is composed of the pupils at schools, the young 

men in military service, the inhabitants of poor districts in comparison with 

those of rich districts, the families of simple workers in comparison with those 

of specialized workers.

On the other hand, the same measurement indicated that the number of 

defectives of body and mind are more numerous in low classes than in high ones, 

and that the number of endowed persons is more numerous in high classes than 

in low ones.

This means that defective persons exist in all classes but their number is 

more in low classes than in high ones.

The explanation of this phenomenon is that the continuous pressure of 

poverty (as lack of richness) of narrow mind (as lack of culture) and of abject job 

(as lack of a high one), causes from generation to generation, the submission to 

a big burden of misery, unsanitary dueling, bad nutrition and lack of readiness 

to listen to morality stimulants, and all these factors produce a weak body, an 

irritated soul, a tendency to violence and an obscuration of morality sense.

The continuousness of these adverse factors through the time gives birth 

to physical and psychological defects in the descendants.

Therefore, the weight of the born child as well as the length of his body 

for example depend of his mother’s social class, her health, and her quiet or 

troubled pregnancy.


